Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Baptismal Anniversary
February 1, 2026
’ &
Prelude J

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in ¢
the pews. I

8
>
-

Remembering our Baptism: Will the members who were baptized
between September thru December please come forward.
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We believe that our baptism is one of the most important day of our

lives, because on that day God called us each by name and claimed us as his own
forever. The Lord adopts us into his family and makes us a part of the Body of
Christ in the church.

So it is good to remember and celebrate that day when our baptism happened

Today we recognize those whom we know were baptized in the fourth quarter of
the year. These are the names of those who are listed with a baptismal anniversary
from September - December so we might recognize that glorious event.

As we celebrate the baptismal anniversaries of these people, we should also
remember our own. The moment where each of us were joined together with the
cross of Christ.

Today, you are washed clean by the receiving of the water in the remembrance of
your baptism.

A reading from Galatians: “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

When you were baptized you were claimed by God and marked with the cross of
Christ forever. Today, we celebrate your baptism with thanksgiving and joy.

We affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our
lives. Baptism makes us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live
and in heaven forever.

Together with all the people of God, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of
this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C [ renounce them.



Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and

the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting.

P Y ou have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?

The group makes affirmation:

C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

P I ask all the people of God, do you promise to support and pray for these
baptized and for one another in your life in Christ?

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
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The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.

Will you pray with me? Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us
through Holy Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of
their baptism. We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your
people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. Make us faithful to follow you
as long as we live. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

May you live in God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you Faith Lutheran Church

2206 Washington Rd,
Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www.shareourfaith.org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth@shareourfaith.org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485

Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” Red Book #873 V.1-4
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,

3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last,  the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.




Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-err A - men.
Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Micah 6:1-8 Pew Bible Page #749

! Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you
enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people,

and he will contend with Israel. ® “O my people, what have I done to you? In what
have I wearied you? Answer me! * For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron,
and Miriam. > O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”  “With what shall I come
before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands
of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 01l? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you,

O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 15

! Lord, who may dwell in your ! tabernacle? Who may abide upon your | holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the

truth from their heart;

3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not
cast discredit upon a neighbor.

*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear

the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
3> They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.



Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Pew Bible Page# 923

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. ¥ For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20'Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2> but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2 but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of

God. » For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength. 26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; ?® God chose what
is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, % so
that no one might boast in the presence of God. *° In contrast, God is why you are
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, *! in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - u - 1a.



Gospel Reading — Matthew S5:1-12 Pew Bible Page #779
C Glory to you, O Lord:-

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. ° “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. ® “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. ® “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. ° “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God. '°“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. !! “Blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. '2Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “Let Streams of Living Justice” Red Book #710
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us tll our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
,’? b — | e
L e ==
J L & Y | ' |
a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please
respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit EIA-E%EI

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website E
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. E

Offering Prgyer . . Faith Lutheran website
P Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures link

among us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to

feast on your bountiful love,

deepen our commitment to sharing those

treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving \e

P The Lord be with you. %@z
C And also with you. u1:,

P Lift up your hearts U‘G b :

C We lift them to the Lord. %eahbb

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. ﬂ)

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. haibe

P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

n “ ] ] I ]
y = | | | - ™ |
e e e s e e s o
= —— | 1
Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




Holy Communion

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



Communion Distribution

Communion Hymn: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” Red Book #708

n Refrain
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Je - su, Je - su, fill us with your love, show
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us how to serve the neigh-bors we have from you.
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
n Refrain
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Christ, Be Our Light” Red Book # 715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us  your own,
hope, man -y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your bread,
warmth, man -y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom  come.
N u Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath - ered to - day.
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628



