Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost J I L

August 16, 2026

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. ﬁ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, \ 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “All Are Welcome” Red Book #641

1 Letus build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a place where saints and
children tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith
and vault of grace; here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

2 Letus build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all God's
children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God's grace; here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: a banquet hall on holy
ground where peace and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in
time and space; as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone to heal and
strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known. Here the outcast and the
stranger bear the image of God's face; let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard and loved and
treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace, let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.

O
1

(i —

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A

men.




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Pew Bible #593

1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my
salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 6 And the foreigners who join
themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be
his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my
covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my
altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the
Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides
those already gathered.
R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

Psalm 67

'May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon
us.

2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.

> Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
"May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe

Second Reading — Romans 11:1-2a,29-32 Pew Bible #917

[Paul writes:] 11 ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their

disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the
mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned
all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-Iu - ia.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 15:10-20] 21-28 Pew Bible #791
C Glory to you, O Lord

[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11 it
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?”” 13 He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be

uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain
this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without

understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness,

slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does
not defile.”]

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from
that moment.

C Praise to you, O Christ



Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf

Sermon Hymn: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Red Book #588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-nmi - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.

Music:

LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please
respond, “hear our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ﬁﬁ%

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

) . Faith Lutheran website
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the link

website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.

Oftering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Communion Hymn: “One Bread, One Body” Book #496
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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bless-ing which we bless, and we, though man-y
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through-out the earth, we are one bod - y in this one Lord.
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y  the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
N u Refrain
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wom -an or man, no more.
one In the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939
Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements



Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

Closing Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Red Book #759
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’'s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while [ pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Dismissal

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23




