
 Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Please keep silent for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one 
another. 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And Also with you. 
P  Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Hymn: “God Is Here!”  Red Book #526 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
 



 



Hymn of Praise 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
O Lord God,  enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
First Reading – Ezekiel 33:7-11  Pew Bible #692 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
but you will have saved your life. 10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: 
Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste 
away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn 
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 119:33-40 
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it 
with all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life | in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for | those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me. 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading – Romans 13:8-14 Pew Bible #919 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not 
in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading – Matthew 18:18-20 Pew Bible #793 
C  Glory to you, O Lord 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.” 
C Praise to you, O Christ                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn: “On Eagle’s Wings”  Red Book #787 
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in this shadow for life, 
 say to the Lord: "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 
 

Refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear; 
 under God's wings your refuge, with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain 
 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; 
 though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.  Refrain 
 

4 For to the angels God's given a command to guard you in all of your ways; 
 upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 

Final refrain 
 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand; 
 and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957 Text © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Hear us, O God ,” please 
respond, “your mercy is great.” 
 

 
 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God 
and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the 
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during 
communion. 
 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Faith Lutheran website 
link 

www.shareourfaith.org 



 
 
Holy Communion  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 
C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 



 
 
 
Communion Distribution 
 

 
 
 



 
Communion Hymn: “As the Grains of Wheat”  Red Book #465 
 

 

 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 



Closing Hymn: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” Red Book #543 

 

Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C Thanks be to God! 
Postlude  
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