Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Reformation Sunday ,l L
October 25, 2026
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. ﬁ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” Red Book #517
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1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast in  your word; curb those who

2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are

3 0 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son

Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

N

G —

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0N
) A
F’_‘ o

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A

men.




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,

This 1s the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God.
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

First Reading — Jeremiah 31:31-34 Pew Bible #633

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says
the Lord. 3* But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their
iniquity and remember their sin no more.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation
of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the
break of day.
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts
away.
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought
upon the earth;
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the
nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



Second Reading — Romans 3:19-28 Pew Bible #911

Y Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 2 For no human will be justified before him by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 2! But now,
apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by
the Law and the Prophets, > the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 2 since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; 2* they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, > whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; 2® it was to demonstrate at the present time his
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith
of Jesus. 2’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. ?® For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-Iu - ia.




Gospel Reading — John 8:31-36 Pew Bible #866

C Glory to you, O Lord

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples, 3> and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” ¥ They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. * The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *® So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Red Book #504
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2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill  the land all threat-’ning to  de -
4 God's Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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fear e for God him - self fights by our  side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed You ask who this may be?
can - not 0O - ver - powr us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of  the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
n 1 1 1 1 |
A —r— - o — re - e —
(e e SR s B S
J ' ! Sl ©
he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Hear us, O God ,” please
respond, “your mercy is great.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God
and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.
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Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website -,r;?l:;&

with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. }*j;-_‘iﬁ
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Faith Lutheran website
link

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. WY
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of  your glo - 1y

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.




C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” Red Book #471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Closing Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” Red Book #654
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
0 .
Y D | | | 1
ore o T T e
[ ! - | | [ [ o a-
J | ' I I
she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23




